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By Courtney Schultz, Communications Intern

Internships are a great way to get a taste of the job �eld before graduation. Most academic programs require an

internship to graduate; however, students usually don’t have time to commit to something more than part-time.

Many of my peers in the public relations program at Eastern Michigan University chose internships that only

required working 12-15 hours a week. But I didn’t want a cookie-cutter internship – I wanted something full-time

where I could really immerse myself.

I wanted an experience.

After spending hours searching, I applied for a communications intern position at Visteon. I was intrigued to learn

that Visteon is a Tier 1 automotive supplier and a technology company that is focused on cockpit electronics and

autonomous driving. It sounded new and exciting to me.

I went through a two-step interview process – a phone interview followed by an in-person interview. I was especially

nervous as this was my �rst-ever interview for my �eld of study. My nerves were put to rest during the in-person

interview. Visteon had a casual atmosphere, open work environment, and I felt I really meshed with the people

interviewing me. I left the interview hopeful, and later that day I was o�ered the communications intern position.

My tenure at Visteon began on May 8, and I didn’t know what to expect. I certainly never would have thought that I

would truly immerse myself into the communications and marketing team. I have been incredibly fortunate to have

supervisors who truly care about my growth and development in the communications �eld and who strive to foster

an all-inclusive environment.
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The summer has �own by in the blink of an eye, and these four months have been much more than an internship.

I’ve had the opportunity to explore areas of communications and marketing that I previously didn’t consider “part of

the job.” I’ve attended and participated in many meaningful events that have solidi�ed my passion for community

service and diversity.

The biggest project our team is undertaking this summer is the redesign of the company website, visteon.com. Over

the years, Visteon has gone through a dynamic transformation. We’ve solidi�ed our position as a technology leader.

And our website needs to re�ect this. From collaborating on site maps and graphics to drafting web copy and

learning about work�ows, I have been involved in every step of the website redesign process. And as a millennial,

my input was not only requested, it was highly valued. We are working relentlessly to get the new site up and

running soon; although I won’t be here for the launch, I’ll be on the lookout for the new site. I never would have

imagined that I would be an integral part of such a big project.

This summer, I’ve also had the opportunity to host media. Last month, a reporter from Reuters, as well as a group

of Chinese journalists, toured our facilities and interviewed our CEO. It was cool to see the feature videos and news

articles that came out of those sessions that I helped coordinate.

Perhaps one of the most rewarding aspects of my position was the numerous opportunities for community service.

From playing bingo with sick children at the Detroit Children’s Hospital to working with Life Remodeled to clear

blight in a Detroit neighborhood – I loved being able to help those who needed it. I had the opportunity to promote

these events with photos, video and employee news articles. It was fun to watch the number of “likes” for my work

add up on the company intranet!

The internship program at Visteon is a wonderful experience. It’s clear that a lot of thought and e�ort goes into

planning it. This summer, my fellow interns across various functions heard from a LinkedIn representative,

attended a Detroit Tigers game, experienced the Ford Rouge factory tour, and met with many company executives

and employees who shared valuable insights.

While my time here is drawing to a close, the experiences I’ve had and the people I’ve met will remain in my

memories forever. The opportunities I’ve had here are ones I will always look back on. I’ve grown tremendously

since starting here in May.  I have gained con�dence in my abilities and have learned so much.

For that, I’d like to thank every person at Visteon whom I’ve encountered who has truly made me feel a part of this

company – not just an intern. It means so much to be truly valued and appreciated.

In the end, I got what I came for – that once-in-a-lifetime experience.
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Courtney Schultz is a recent graduate of Eastern Michigan University and holds a bachelor’s degree in public

relations. She received her associate’s degree in liberal arts from Washtenaw Community College in 2015. Following

her summer internship at Visteon based in Van Buren Township, Michigan, she is moving to the state of

Washington, where she will pursue a career in communications and public relations.
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