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Rural cooperative leverages integrated fiber access solutions and operations software to deploy Gig-ready network

HUNTSVILLE, Ala.--(BUSINESS WIRE)-- ADTRAN®, Inc., (NASDAQ:ADTN), the leading provider of next-generation
multigigabit fiber and fiber extension broadband access solutions, today announced Consolidated Cooperative is
leveraging ADTRAN's Total Access 5000 (TA5000) 10G fiber access platform aligned with the National Information
Solutions Cooperative's (NISC)Service Solution to seamlessly and quickly expand its fiber network and close the
digital divide in Ohio. The integrated solutions enable Consolidated to expedite service delivery and higher speed

tiers in the future by aligning operational, customer service, billing and finance processes to save time and money.

Consolidated began deploying fiber in 2010 to connect electric facilities and data centers. In 2017, it began
deploying fiber-to-the-home (FTTH) networks, but in 2020 the coop hit industry-wide supply chain shortages with its
legacy vendor. It looked for a new vendor that could build Consolidated's best fiber access network while meeting
aggressive deployment timeline goals. The electric coop currently delivers broadband to its member homes and
plans to double the homes passed by the end of 2021. ADTRAN, with its U.S.-based manufacturing facility, promptly
delivered solutions to Consolidated so it could continue deployment as planned. While the cooperative is leveraging
the TA5000 for Gigabit-ready FTTH, the fiber access platform can easily pivot to multigigabit services via XGS-PON

through innovative Combo PON technology as bandwidth demand grows throughout the region.

“We can't deploy fiber fast enough, and that's why reliable suppliers are so critical. We're grateful for the capabilities
ADTRAN's solution provides, and integration with NISC really sweetened the deal. We are a small team and wear a

lot of hats. The smooth integration between ADTRAN and NISC keeps us from spending weeks integrating and
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provisioning between the two types of systems, plus eliminates the additional staff we would need to hire to
manage it full-time,” said Phil Caskey, CEO, Consolidated Cooperative. “The efficiencies that ADTRAN and NISC
provide us enable us to extend new benefits to our members, too. We want to keep our communities vibrant and

"

growing, and access to high-quality broadband will bring the best opportunities and quality-of-life to our members.

“The integration of the ADTRAN TA5000 fiber access platform and NISC Service Solution software enable service
providers and cooperatives, like Consolidated, to more easily deploy and provision the network, visualize customer
data and achieve faster resolutions in operations, customer service, billing and finance,” said Ryan Larson, Senior
Product Strategy and Marketing Manager for NISC. “Additionally, Consolidated is able to leverage the integrated
ADTRAN and NISC enterprise solutions to remotely control its electrical system and data acquisition, enabling it to

better manage peak loads and costs.”

“Electric cooperatives across the U.S. are accelerating gigabit broadband deployments and ADTRAN's portfolio of
broadband equipment is readily available and supported by NISC's suite of software solutions,” said Craig Stein, VP
of Sales at ADTRAN. “We continue to be a strong supporter of utility broadband initiatives. Our NISC integration
allows electric cooperatives to confidently deploy broadband throughout their service areas while minimizing

operation expense and mitigating supply chain risks to their deployment plans.”

The ADTRAN TA5000 platform is the highest density 10G PON solution in the U.S. market. To learn more about the

platform’s full features, please visit www.adtran.com/TA5000.

About NISC

NISC is an information technology organization that develops, implements and supports software and hardware
solutions for our Members. We deliver advanced solutions, services and support to 873 independent
telecommunications/broadband companies, electric cooperatives and other public power entities. NISC is an
industry leader providing information technology solutions including financial, service, operations and marketing as
well as many other supporting platforms and business services. With facilities in Mandan, N.D., Lake Saint Louis,
Mo., Cedar Rapids, lowa, Shawano, Wis., and Blacksburg, Va., NISC and its subsidiaries employ more than 1,200

professionals between the five locations and remotely throughout the United States.
Additional information about NISC can be found at the newly redesigned WWW.Nisc.coop.

About ADTRAN

ADTRAN, Inc. is a leading global provider of open, disaggregated networking and communications solutions that
enable voice, data, video and internet communications across any network infrastructure. From the cloud edge to
the subscriber edge, ADTRAN empowers communications service providers around the world to manage and scale

services that connect people, places and things. ADTRAN solutions are currently in use by service providers, private
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enterprises, government organizations and millions of individual users worldwide. Find more at ADTRAN, LinkedIn

and Twitter.

View source version on businesswire.com: https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20210609005099/en/
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