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AUSTIN, Texas, April 26, 2021 (GLOBE NEWSWIRE) -- Vital Farms (Nasdaq: VITL), a Certi�ed B Corporation that o�ers

a range of ethically produced pasture-raised foods nationwide, today announced the appointment of Joanne Bal as

General Counsel, Corporate Secretary and Head of Environmental, Social and Governance (ESG), e�ective April 26,

2021. In this newly created role, Bal will be responsible for legal strategy and compliance, as well as leading Vital

Farms’ ESG initiatives, which includes designing, implementing, and reporting on the company’s ESG mission. As

Corporate Secretary, Bal will support Vital Farms’ board of directors in developing and maintaining best practices in

governance policies and procedures.
 

“We conducted an extensive search for this role and are thrilled to have found in Joanne a mission-driven leader to

oversee this critical function for Vital Farms,” said Russell Diez-Canseco, president and CEO, Vital Farms. “Joanne

brings a wealth of legal experience and joins us from Levi Strauss & Co., a company whose stated values mirror our

belief that the long-term sustainability of a business is inextricably linked to the long-term sustainability of its

stakeholders. In addition to managing our legal function and overseeing corporate governance, Joanne will lead our
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ESG e�orts, building on our solid foundation as a public bene�t corporation, Certi�ed B Corporation, and a brand

that has practiced Conscious Capitalism since its founding.”

Bal brings over 25 years of legal experience across a range of industries, including at global publicly traded

companies, early-stage businesses, and law �rms. Most recently, she served as Vice President & Chief Counsel for

Levi Strauss Americas, the largest regional division of Levi Strauss & Co., an iconic jeanswear company. Before Levi

Strauss & Co., Bal was Managing Director of Legal Services and Segment General Counsel for Applied Materials, a

global provider of semiconductor equipment and services. She has also held various legal and business roles in

both public and private technology companies, including LSI Corporation, Navis LLC and Identix Incorporated. Bal

began her career in private practice at two internationally recognized law �rms. She received a Bachelor of Arts

from the University of California, Berkeley and a Juris Doctorate from the University of Chicago Law School.

“I’m excited to join Vital Farms for many reasons including the company’s inspiring mission, stakeholder-driven

business model and high-quality, ethically produced products,” Bal said. “In addition to serving as General Counsel

and Corporate Secretary, I am thrilled to lead Vital Farms’ ESG e�orts and help the company share its impactful

work in these areas with its stakeholders.”

About Vital Farms
 

Vital Farms, a Certi�ed B Corporation, o�ers a range of ethically produced pasture-raised foods nationwide. Started

on a single farm in Austin, Texas, in 2007, Vital Farms is now a national consumer brand that works with over 200

small family farms and is the leading U.S. brand of pasture-raised eggs and butter by retail dollar sales. Vital Farms'

ethics are exempli�ed by its focus on the humane treatment of farm animals and sustainable farming practices. In

addition, as a Delaware Public Bene�t Corporation, Vital Farms prioritizes the long-term sustainability of each of its

stakeholders, including farmers and suppliers, customers and consumers, communities and the environment, and

crew members and stockholders. Vital Farms' pasture-raised products, including shell eggs, butter, hard-boiled

eggs, ghee, egg bites and liquid whole eggs, are sold in over 16,000 stores nationwide.

CONTACT:
 

Media:
 

Nisha Devarajan
 

Nisha.Devarajan@vitalfarms.com

Investors: 
 

Matt Siler 
 

Matt.Siler@vitalfarms.com

2

https://www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=kfzjisW5v8LK95fak9vlb-ePzO-nMYfnTByfg4ph2bJ8oyuEOMh3NNszABmOxhl4SbuuyNeGIt1HG82ABdq6sVptgbxs_aEg_kWu4CADmPCP3_BuDYEeMUclSm_hUbDW
https://www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=xKQcVKXTMQ7nDTSwm4tCQASKL6PDAF5Cqz5nZG-IBkcZqPDVNvZF_paWhiBxWpRhCtYL0xr0KhuNEoAMuTQj3pHTHpFMRylVAZLVjNZXujA=

