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RICHMOND, Va., Nov. 25, 2019 – Commander Paul Galanti, one of Richmond’s most notable living veterans, will

serve as the 2019 Grand Marshal for the Dominion Energy Christmas Parade. The parade celebrates its 36th

anniversary on Saturday, Dec. 7, at 10 a.m. starting in front of the Science Museum of Virginia.

Commander Galanti was held as a prisoner of war in North Vietnam from 1966 to 1973. While serving his 97th

combat mission, Galanti’s A-4 Skyhawk was shot down. He was captured and resided at the Hanoi Hilton, enduring

torture, deprivation, solitary con�nement, and the threat of death. And yet, Galanti’s faith and positive spirit saw

him through such horrors.

“We’re excited to announce that Commander Paul Galanti will serve as this year’s grand marshal at the Dominion

Energy Christmas Parade. This year’s theme is ‘Inspiring Stories,’ and there isn't a more inspiring person to honor

and celebrate,” said Parade Director Beth Karrer. “In addition to our Grand Marshal, we're kicking o� the parade by

honoring and celebrating several veterans’ inspiring stories, including our Honorary Grand Marshals, nonpro�ts

Leashes of Valor and the Mid-Atlantic Chapter of the Paralyzed Veterans of America.”

Leashes of Valor provides service dogs for veterans, and the Paralyzed Veterans of America is dedicated to

veterans’ service, medical research and civil rights for people with disabilities.

“We’re honored to sponsor Richmond’s premier Christmas parade for the tenth year,” said Hunter A. Applewhite,

president of the Dominion Energy Charitable Foundation. “We love to see our community come together every

December for this cherished holiday tradition.”
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https://leashesofvalor.org/
http://www.pvamidatlantic.org/


This year’s lineup features more than 100 units including themed �oats, giant helium balloons, college marching

bands, costumed dancers, a military tribute, and Legendary Santa courtesy of Children’s Museum of Richmond. The

Dominion Energy Christmas Parade is open to the public and free for all spectators.

Photos of Grand Marshal and Christmas Parade can be found here.

 

ABOUT THE DOMINION ENERGY

CHRISTMAS PARADE

Richmond Parade, Inc. is a non-pro�t organization that hosts the Dominion Energy Christmas Parade. This is the

tenth year that the Dominion Energy Charitable Foundation has sponsored the parade. The beloved Christmas

Parade showcases regional talent, including high school and college marching bands, high-stepping equestrian

units, dance troupes, themed �oats, super-sized helium balloons, Legendary Santa and tons of fun!

More than 100,000 people attend the annual celebration, which starts at the Science Museum on Broad Street and

travels eastbound on Broad to 7th Street. If you cannot attend the parade in person, watch it live on WTVR-CBS

Channel 6 at 10 a.m., or watch the rebroadcast on Christmas Day. For additional information, visit

www.richmondparade.org or call (804) 788-6470.

ABOUT THE DOMINION ENERGY

CHARITABLE FOUNDATION

Nearly 7.5 million customers in 18 states energize their homes and businesses with electricity or natural gas from

Dominion Energy (NYSE: D). Through its Dominion Energy Charitable Foundation, as well as EnergyShare and

other programs, Dominion Energy contributed nearly $35 million in 2018 to community causes. The Foundation

supports nonpro�t causes that meet basic human needs, protect the environment, promote education, and

encourage community vitality. Please visit www.DominionEnergy.com to learn more.
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https://www.richmondparade.org/about/parade-line-up
https://www.flickr.com/photos/146402950@N02/sets/72157711536745838/
http://www.richmondparade.org/
https://www.dominionenergy.com/community/dominion-energy-charitable-foundation
https://www.dominionenergy.com/community/energy-assistance/energyshare
http://www.dominionenergy.com/

