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First Mid Bank & Trust Small Business Customers Receive Community Grants
from Federal Home Loan Bank of Chicago

Alton, IL (October 21, 2024) First Mid Bank & Trust, a trusted partner in local business development, is proud
to announce that two of its valued small business customers, both located in Alton, IL, have each been awarded
a $15,000 community grant from the Federal Home Loan Bank of Chicago (FHLBank Chicago). Provided
through their Community First® Accelerate Grants for Small Business program, the grants will provide critical
support as these businesses continue to grow and serve their community. FHLBank Chicago offers grants of up
to $30,000 to eligible small businesses to advance economic opportunity in the communities it serves.

The recipients of the grants are LaMay’s Catering, Inc. (LaMay’s), a food service company providing full-
service catering and event space along with food trucks and community cafes, and Broadway Performance
Automotive LLC (Broadway), a full-service automotive repair shop. Both businesses have demonstrated strong
potential for growth and a commitment to making a positive impact in their local communities.

Jason Harrison, owner of LaMay’s, expressed gratitude for the support, saying, “This grant will allow us to set
up a new catering contract along with updating kitchen equipment. We are thankful to First Mid and the Federal
Home Loan Bank of Chicago for believing in our vision.”

Similarly, Kelsie Rexford, owner of Broadway, said, “With this grant, we have hired another full-time
employee with additional plans to purchase a new vehicle lift, diagnostic scanning system, and AC recharge
system. These endeavors will not only help us grow but also enable us to give back to the community that has
supported us from the beginning.”

“We are thrilled to see two of our small business clients receive these significant grants from the Federal Home
Loan Bank of Chicago,” said Lisa Fowler, Regional Community President at First Mid Bank & Trust. “These
grants reflect not only the hard work and dedication of these business owners but also the essential role that
community banks play in connecting small businesses with the resources they need to succeed.”

Through FHLBank Chicago’s member institutions, like First Mid Bank & Trust, Accelerate Grants assist the
growth and development of small businesses in Illinois and Wisconsin. All grant recipients are small businesses
that make a difference in their community, and funds are intended for the following purposes:

e The purchase or improvement of property

e The purchase of machinery, tools, or equipment

e The purchase of inventory, materials, or supplies

o Workforce development or training

e New or upgraded technology

“Small businesses play an integral role in local communities in driving economic growth, from creating jobs to
fostering community development,” said Katie Naftzger, Senior Vice President, Community Investment
Officer, FHLBank Chicago. “As a leader in the housing and community development space, FHLBank Chicago
recognizes that affordable housing isn’t just about the homes themselves—it’s about ensuring entire
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communities have what they need to thrive, including economic opportunities for the residents and small
businesses who call them home.”

First Mid Bank & Trust remains dedicated to helping local businesses thrive by offering tailored financial
solutions, guidance, and access to programs like those provided by the FHLBank Chicago. Whether you’re
looking to start a business, expand your operations, or simply get a great rate on a small personal loan, First Mid
Bank & Trust lenders can help take your business wherever your ideas may go. Learn more at
www.firstmid.com/commercial-lending.

For more information on Accelerate Grants and eligibility, visit www.fhlbc.com.

About First Mid Bancshares, Inc.: First Mid Bancshares, Inc. is the parent company of First Mid Bank &
Trust, N.A., First Mid Insurance Group, and First Mid Wealth Management Company. First Mid is a $7.6
billion community-focused organization that provides financial services including banking, insurance, wealth
management, brokerage, and ag services through a network of locations in Illinois, Missouri, Texas, and
Wisconsin, and a loan production office in Indiana. Together, our First Mid team takes great pride in providing
solutions and services to our customers and communities and has done so since 1865. More information about
the Company is available on our website at www.firstmid.com. Our stock is traded in The NASDAQ Stock
Market LLC under the ticker symbol “FMBH”. Member FDIC | Equal Housing Lender. Investments and
Insurance Products: Not a Deposit | Not Guaranteed by the Bank or its Affiliates | Not FDIC Insured | Not
Insured by Any Federal Government Agency | May Go Down in Value.

About the Federal Home Loan Bank of Chicago: FHLBank Chicago is a regional bank in the Federal Home
Loan Bank System. FHLBanks are government-sponsored enterprises created by Congress to ensure access to
low-cost funding for their member financial institutions, with a focus on providing solutions that support the
housing and community development needs of members’ customers. FHLBank Chicago is a self-capitalizing
cooperative, owned by its Illinois and Wisconsin members, including commercial banks, credit unions,
insurance companies, savings institutions and community development financial institutions. To learn more
about FHLBank Chicago, please visit fhibc.com.

“Community First” is a registered trademark of the Federal Home Loan Bank of Chicago.
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