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development project ‘nader’ in partnership with us-
based bridgebio pharma
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– Project ‘NADER’ is intended to span multiple phases, starting from mapping rare diseases in the UAE and wider

region through innovative risk assessment algorithms, and moving towards clinical trials with transformative

medicines
 

ABU DHABI, United Arab Emirates and PALO ALTO, Calif., July 12, 2023 (GLOBE NEWSWIRE) -- Burjeel Holdings, one

of the largest healthcare providers in the MENA region, and BridgeBio Pharma, Inc., a commercial-stage

biopharmaceutical company focused on genetic diseases and cancers, have announced a new project to

revolutionize the �eld of early diagnosis and treatment of rare diseases or disorders in the UAE and the region. The

two entities signed a preliminary, non-binding Collaboration Agreement establishing a mutual intention to work

together on project ‘NADER’ (Needs Assessment and Therapeutics Development for Rare Diseases – ‘nader’

meaning ‘rare’ in Arabic). Genetic in origin, these often life-threatening or chronically debilitating diseases a�ect a

small percentage of the population and are present throughout the person's entire life, even if symptoms do not

immediately appear. The partnership will launch operations in Abu Dhabi to conduct clinical trials and research,

leveraging the Emirate’s advanced infrastructure for innovation and life science.

Project ‘NADER’ aims to revolutionize the �eld of early diagnosis and treatment in order to potentially improve

patient outcomes. The entities intend to collaborate on identifying patients with several rare diseases, including

achondroplasia, hypochondroplasia, FGFR-driven craniosynostoses, autosomal dominant hypocalcemia type 1, limb

girdle muscular dystrophy type 2i, congenital adrenal hyperplasia, Canavan disease, propionic acidemia,
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methylmalonic acidemia, pantothenate kinase-associated neurodegeneration, and others as mutually agreed. Even

though these rare diseases a�ect a small percentage of the population and can present with nonspeci�c signs and

symptoms, they are often misdiagnosed or only diagnosed later in the disease course after severe complications

manifest. Accurate and early diagnosis are crucial to starting intervention promptly and avoiding disease

progression. The project will also allow identi�cation of patients who have already been diagnosed but do not

currently have access to cutting edge therapies or clinical trial options.

In the �rst phase of project ‘NADER’, the two entities intend to utilize innovative risk assessment algorithms that will

be deployed through the healthcare provider’s secure internal data to identify patients at risk for speci�c rare

diseases. Expectations for future phases of the project include analyses of vast amounts of data to identify patterns

and markers associated with the diseases and generate personalized risk scores for patients, followed by genetic

testing to con�rm the diagnosis of identi�ed potential patients. The project also aims to run awareness campaigns

and education activities about such rare diseases, to further support the mapping activity and encourage local

collaborations from other healthcare providers. Burjeel Holdings will deploy the project across its widespread

hospitals and medical centers across the UAE as part of routine diagnostic care, with plans to expand the project

through its growing healthcare infrastructure in the region. Local partnerships will also be sought to facilitate wider

implementation.

Speaking on the partnership’s potential to transform the way rare diseases are identi�ed, Mr. John Sunil, CEO of

Burjeel Holdings, said, “Project ‘NADER’ marks a signi�cant milestone in our commitment to delivering the best

possible care to our patients. It brings together Burjeel’s expertise in healthcare delivery and outreach and

BridgeBio’s vast expertise in delivering breakthrough therapies for rare diseases. By combining our strengths, we

seek to address the challenges faced in identi�cation of rare diseases, which often go undiagnosed until symptoms

become severe. The project will enable early interventions whether in the form of established treatments or novel

therapies.”

Commenting on the project launch, Dr. Asma Ibrahim Al Mannaei, Executive Director of the Research, and

Innovation Center at the Department of Health – Abu Dhabi (DoH), said: “As part of our ongoing e�orts to advance

early diagnosis and treatment, the Department of Health – Abu Dhabi is proud to witness yet another leading

partnership aimed at propelling transformative medicine to safeguard the health and well-being of community

members. Reinforcing Abu Dhabi’s position as a leading destination for life science and innovation, we remain

committed to empowering healthcare providers in the Emirate with the means to lead research studies and

conduct clinical trials to map out a path towards discovery and breakthrough healthcare in the Emirate and beyond.

Similar initiatives translate the Department’s vision in securing health for all while accelerating healthcare outcomes

for the bene�t of the global community.”

2



The �rst phase will aim to set the roadmap to providing novel treatment options for identi�ed patients through

clinical trials. Dr. Khaled Musallam, Group Chief Research O�cer of Burjeel Holdings and project lead said, “Many

rare diseases are highly clustered in our region due to our unique genetic pool. These diseases are often ‘lost in the

system’ or have very limited treatment options. Our ultimate goal from project ‘NADER’ is to link patients to evolving

treatment options through clinical trials of small molecules and gene therapies. The �rst step to bringing such

innovative solutions to our region is to identify disease burden and patients’ unmet needs.”

“Building on our already established foundation of genetic disease patient care, we hope that BridgeBio can help

bring more patients access to novel treatments, clinical trials, and capabilities alongside a strong partner like

Burjeel, and so we are grateful to be working with them to expand our e�orts in the MENA region. The BridgeBio

vision is to serve patients around the world, and this is an important step in that direction,” said Neil Kumar, Ph.D.,

BridgeBio founder and CEO.

As the collaboration unfolds, both Burjeel Holdings and BridgeBio anticipate signi�cant progress in the �eld of rare

diseases in the region. The project could also provide patients in the region with increased access to BridgeBio’s

state-of-the-art pharmacologic and gene therapies that are currently in development.

About Burjeel Holdings

Founded in 2007, Burjeel Holdings is one of the leading private healthcare services providers in the MENA region.

With a network of 62 assets, including 16 hospitals and 24 medical centers, as well as pharmacies and other allied

services, the group provides the highest standard of patient care in the region. Burjeel Medical City, the �agship

facility of Burjeel Holdings, is a 400-bed multi-specialty hospital and quaternary care center located in Abu Dhabi,

UAE. It o�ers high-quality specialized treatment and complex care in over 40 adult and pediatric specialties, aided

by state-of-the-art medical technology and an international team of experts. Find more information at

www.burjeelmedicalcity.com, www.burjeelholdings.com.  

About BridgeBio Pharma, Inc.

BridgeBio Pharma Inc. (BridgeBio) is a commercial-stage biopharmaceutical company founded to discover, create,

test, and deliver transformative medicines to treat patients who su�er from genetic diseases and cancers with clear

genetic drivers. BridgeBio’s pipeline of development programs ranges from early science to advanced clinical trials.

BridgeBio was founded in 2015 and its team of experienced drug discoverers, developers, and innovators are

committed to applying advances in genetic medicine to help patients as quickly as possible. For more information

visit bridgebio.com and follow us on LinkedIn and Twitter.
 

BridgeBio Pharma, Inc. Forward-Looking Statements
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This press release contains forward-looking statements. Statements we make in this press release may include

statements that are not historical facts and are considered forward-looking within the meaning of Section 27A of

the Securities Act of 1933, as amended (the “Securities Act”), and Section 21E of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934,

as amended (the “Exchange Act”), which are usually identi�ed by the use of words such as “anticipates,” “believes,”

“estimates,” “expects,” “intends,” “aim,” “may,” “plans,” “projects,” “seeks,” “should,” “will,” and variations of such

words or similar expressions.  We intend these forward-looking statements to be covered by the safe harbor

provisions for forward-looking statements contained in Section 27A of the Securities Act and Section 21E of the

Exchange Act and are making this statement for purposes of complying with those safe harbor provisions.  These

forward-looking statements, including statements relating to expectations, plans, and prospects regarding

BridgeBio’s collaboration with Burjeel and Project “NADER”; the intent and ability to identify patients with several

rare diseases, including achondroplasia, hypochondroplasia, FGFR-driven craniosynostoses, autosomal dominant

hypocalcemia type 1, limb girdle muscular dystrophy type 2i, congenital adrenal hyperplasia, Canavan disease,

propionic acidemia, methylmalonic acidemia, pantothenate kinase-associated neurodegeneration and potentially

others through this collaboration; the success of the current and future relationship between BridgeBio and

Burjeel; each phase of implementation of Project “NADER”, including the expected actions to be taken by Burjeel

and local partners to deploy and implement the project; the potentials bene�ts of Project “NADER”, including the

expectation to transform the way rare diseases are identi�ed, the expectation that this project brings together

Burjeel’s expertise in healthcare delivery and outreach and BridgeBio’s vast expertise in delivering breakthrough

therapies for rare diseases, the potential to enable early interventions whether in the form of established

treatments or novel therapies, and the goal to link patients to evolving treatment options through clinical trials of

small molecules and gene therapies, re�ect our current views about our plans, intentions, expectations, strategies

and prospects, and are based on the information currently available to us and on assumptions we have made and

are not forecasts, promises nor guarantees. Although we believe that our plans, intentions, expectations, and

strategies as re�ected in or suggested by those forward-looking statements are reasonable, we can give no

assurance that the plans, intentions, expectations, or strategies will be attained or achieved. Furthermore, actual

results may di�er materially from those described in the forward-looking statements and will be a�ected by a

number of risks, uncertainties and assumptions, including, but not limited to, BridgeBio’s and/or Burjeel’s ability to

identify rare diseases described in this press release, the success of the relationship between BridgeBio and

Burjeel, the ability of the collaboration to execute each phase of Project “NADER”, the uncertainty regarding any

impacts due to COVID-19, the impacts of current macroeconomic and geopolitical events, as well as those risks set

forth in the Risk Factors section of our Annual Report on Form 10-K for the year ended December 31, 2022 and our

other �lings with the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission. Moreover, we operate in a very competitive and

rapidly changing environment in which new risks emerge from time to time. These forward-looking statements are

based upon the current expectations and beliefs of our management as of the date of this press release and are

subject to certain risks and uncertainties that could cause actual results to di�er materially from those described in
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the forward-looking statements. Except as required by applicable law, we assume no obligation to update publicly

any forward-looking statements, whether as a result of new information, future events or otherwise.

BridgeBio Media Contact:
 

Vikram Bali
 

contact@bridgebio.com
 

(650)-789-8220
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